Novenmber 15, 1995

FACT SHEET

FI NAL DECI SI ON NOT' TO | SSUE NEW REGULATI ONS FOR

ASBESTOS PROCESSI NG FACI LI TI ES UNDER THE Al R TOXI CS PROVI SI ON

OF THE CLEAN Al R ACT AMENDMENTS OF 1990

TODAY' S ACTI ON. .

¢

The Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) is today
issuing a final regulation to "delist" or renove asbestos
processing facilities fromthe list of industrial source
categories that are required to be regul ated under the
air toxics provision of the Clean Air Act Anendnents of
1990. Based on new data, EPA believes that these
facilities already have very stringent controls in place
that are effective in protecting public health and the
envi ronnent .

BACKGROUND: ASBESTOS AND THE Al R TOXI CS PROGRAM

¢

In 1973, EPA issued the first regulation controlling

em ssions from asbestos processing facilities and ot her
sources of asbestos. The reqgulation was subsequently
revised; the latest revision, a rule knowm as the
National Em ssions Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants
(or NESHAP) for asbestos, was issued in 1990. The
asbestos regul ati on covers many sources of asbestos

i ncludi ng denolition and renovati on of structures and
asbestos processing. The revision of the asbestos NESHAP
was near conpletion at the tinme the 1990 anendnents were
passed. Therefore, EPA issued the regulation with the
intention of review ng the various sources of asbestos
agai n, under the new air toxics provisions established
under the Cean Air Act Anendnments of 1990, to see if
addi tional controls m ght be warranted.

Under the 1990 Cean Air Act Anendnents, EPA is required
to regulate em ssions of 189 listed air toxics, including
asbestos. On July 16, 1992, EPA published a list of
source categories that emt one or nore of these air
toxics. For listed categories of "mmjor" sources and
certain snmaller or "area" sources, EPAis required to
devel op stringent technol ogy-based standards that require
t he application of maxi mnum achi evabl e control technol ogy
(MACT), or for "area" sources, generally available



control technol ogy (GACT), as defined by the Cean Air
Act. "Major" sources are those that emt 10 tons annually
or nore of a listed pollutant or 25 tons per year or nore
of a conbination of such pollutants. "Area" sources are
those that emt toxic air pollutants in quantities |ess

t han those defined for "major" sources.

Based on the em ssions data that were avail able in 1990,
EPA identified asbestos processing as a source that
warranted additional controls. Therefore, it was listed
as an "area source" category to be regul ated under the
new air toxics provision of the Cean Ar Act.

WHY | S EPA REMOVI NG ASBESTOS PROCESSI NG FACI LI TI ES FROM THE

LI ST OF INDUSTRI ES TO BE REGULATED UNDER THE Al R TOXI CS

PROGRAM?

¢

Based on new data, EPA determ ned that asbestos em ssions
from asbestos processing facilities are nmuch | ower than
the original em ssions estinates that EPA used to |ist
these facilities as a source category in 1992.

The new eni ssions data reveal that the lifetime risk to
i ndi vi dual s nost exposed to asbestos em ssions fromthese
facilities is below one in one mllion.

Exi sting regul ations already require stringent controls
on asbestos processing facilities; nost facilities are
achi eving over 99 percent control of asbestos em ssions
under the current National Em ssions Standard for
Hazardous Air Pollutants (or NESHAP). EPA believes that
addi tional controls would not yield further em ssions
reductions, and therefore would not provide additiona
environnental or public health benefits.

VWHAT DOES THE DELI STI NG MEAN FOR ASBESTOS PROCESSI NG

FACI LI TI ES?

L4

EPA's final regul ation nmeans that approximately 60
asbestos processing facilities nationwide will not be
subj ect to a naxi mum achi evabl e control technol ogy (MACT)
or a generally available control technol ogy (GACT)
standard, as required by the air toxics provision of the
Clean Air Act Anendnments of 1990. However, these
facilities are still subject to the existing Nationa

Em ssions Standard for Hazardous Air Pollutants (or
NESHAP) for asbestos, as revised in 1990.



FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON. .

Anyone with a conputer and a nodem can downl oad the final
rule fromthe Cean Air Act Arendnents bulletin board of EPA's
el ectroni ¢ Technol ogy Transfer Network (TTN) by calling (919)
541-5742 (1 ook under "Recently Signed Rules"). For further
i nformati on about how to access the board, call (919) 541-
5384. For further information about the final rule, contact
Susan Fairchil d-Zapata of EPA's Ofice of Air Quality Planning
and Standards at (919) 541-5167.



